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Adi Sankara has shown that he was also a
devotee of Vishnu by composing the hymns.
Raghavashtakam, Ranganathasht^kam,
HsAxunaatpanchakam, Rama Bujanga
Stothra, Achyuta Ashtakam, Govindash-
takam, Shatpadi Stothram, Hari Charanash-
takam, Krishnash takam, Pandurangash-
takam, Lakshmi Narasimha Stothram and
others.

Sir, it is really wonderful that Sankara has com-
posed 153 works within a few years. DidRamanuja
appear after Sankara ? What is his achievement?
RAMANUJA : As the name implies he is consid-
ered to be an incarnation ofLakshmana, brother of
Lord Rama. He was born at Sriperumbudur near-
Madras City in 1017 A.D. He studied Vedas and
Sastras and got married at the age of 16. Then he
went to Kanchi to study Vedanta under
Yadhavaprakasa who was a Suddha Advaitist
and of opinion that the universe is a form of God.
He did not accept the Mayavada of Sankara. He
was explaining a passage in Taitireeya Upanish ad
that "God is Existence, Knowledge and Infin-
ity". Ramanuja objected to that and said "Brah-
man is endowed with the qualities of Truth,
Knowledge and Infinity and that he is not a mere
quality but a person". The preceptor was angry
with Ramanuja for being presumptuous.

On another occasion in explaining a word
'Kapyasam', Yadava said, "The two eyes of that
Golden Purusha were like two lotus flowers which
are red like the nates of a monkey". On hearing
this unbecoming, vulgar simile Ramanuja shed
tears and said, "Kapih is Soorya who drinks water
and the word Kapyasa means blossomed by the